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( Association for Living with the Takura River)  (*Nanjo Town Board Education)
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Erosion control dams built in the Akatan region of Fukui prefecture are still functioning today after 100
years of harmonious coexistence with their natural surroundings. The “Association for Living with the
Takura River” ( "Takura-kawa to Kurashi no Kai" ) evaluated the historical and engineering value of the
dams by interviewing longtime residents about their construction and conducting professional
environmental field surveys (including landscape, local fauna, and other surveys).

The realization of the significant cultural value of these dams encouraged the association to reevaluate the
history and customs associated with their catchment area. The association thus created the Akatan Sabo
Field Museum through which to conduct information exchange meetings between local residents and
residents of nearby communities. This reevaluation of the role of the dams stimulated conservation
activities and the initiation of evacuation drills in the event of potential natural disasters such as floods.

In order to conserve and make future use of this important cultural heritage resource more effectively, the
Assoclation aims to shift its organizational structure to a resident participation-style of operation by

fostering additional cooperation between governments and local residents.
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